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Abstract 

The representation of gender in educational materials, particularly textbooks, has been a subject 
of ongoing research and discussion. Research indicates that these materials often reflect and 

perpetuate societal norms and biases, which can significantly influence students' perceptions of 

gender roles and identities. This concern is particularly relevant in language textbooks, where 

the portrayal of characters and scenarios can shape young learners' understanding of gender 
dynamics and contribute to either the reinforcement or challenge of existing stereotypes. By 

adopting a critical lens, educators and policymakers can work towards creating more inclusive 

and empowering educational resources that foster gender equity and social justice within the 
classroom and beyond. The analysis of the textbook images revealed a stark gender imbalance, 

with male characters featured significantly more often than female characters and often depicted 

in positions of authority, leadership, and high-status occupations, while female characters were 
frequently shown in domestic or supportive roles. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

The representation of gender in educational materials, particularly textbooks, has 

been a subject of ongoing research and discussion. Research indicates that these materials 

often reflect and perpetuate societal norms and biases, which can significantly influence 

students' perceptions of gender roles and identities in their local contexts (Rong et al., 

2021). This concern is particularly relevant in language textbooks, where the portrayal of 

characters and scenarios can shape young learners' understanding of gender dynamics and 

contribute to either the reinforcement or challenge of existing stereotypes (Hussain et al., 

2023). Moreover, the importance of critically analyzing the content within these 

textbooks cannot be overstated, as they are key vehicles for transmitting cultural values 

and norms that underpin gender relations, thus necessitating a continuous examination to 

ensure equitable representations that do not favor one gender over another (Farnon, 2021). 

The careful scrutiny of gender representation in language textbooks is crucial, as these 

materials have the potential to either reinforce or challenge the traditional gender scripts 

that students internalize, ultimately shaping their worldviews and opportunities (Yang, 

2011). By adopting a critical lens, educators and policymakers can work towards creating 

more inclusive and empowering educational resources that foster gender equity and social 

justice within the classroom and beyond. 

However, some argue that the representation of gender in language textbooks may 

not necessarily reflect or perpetuate societal biases, but rather serve as a reflection of the 

existing gender dynamics within the local context. These critics suggest that textbook 
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content, rather than being a driver of gender norms, may simply mirror the realities and 

power structures that are already prevalent in society. Consequently, they contend that a 

critical analysis of gender representation in language textbooks should consider the 

broader cultural and historical factors that shape gender roles and identities, rather than 

solely focusing on the content of the textbooks themselves. While this perspective has 

merit, it is crucial to also examine how the textbook content, in turn, may reinforce or 

challenge these existing gender dynamics, thereby influencing the perceptions and 

attitudes of young learners. A comprehensive analysis should consider both the reflective 

and the formative aspects of gender representation in language textbooks (Prendergast, 

1996). 

This research paper aims to conduct a critical analysis of gender representation in 

language textbooks, focusing on the Indonesian context. To achieve this goal, the study 

will assess the linguistic and visual elements present in the textbooks, examining how 

these elements contribute to the construction of gender identities and roles, while also 

considering the implications for educational equity and social justice within the classroom 

environment  (Bursuc, 2013). 

 

 

2. RESEARCH METHODS 

This study employs a qualitative content analysis approach to investigate the 

representation of gender in Indonesian language textbooks. The analysis will focus on the 

examination of linguistic features, such as the use of gendered pronouns, gender-specific 

language, and the frequency and portrayal of male and female characters. Additionally, 

the study will analyze the visual elements within the textbooks, including the depiction 

of gender roles, occupations, and power dynamics in the accompanying illustrations and 

images. The combination of linguistic and visual analysis will provide a comprehensive 

understanding of how gender is represented and potentially reinforced or challenged 

within the selected language textbooks. 

 

 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

3.1. Gender Representation in Textbook using Pictures 

The analysis of the textbook images revealed a stark gender imbalance, with male 

characters featured significantly more often than female characters. Male characters were 

also more likely to be depicted in positions of authority, leadership, and high-status 

occupations, while female characters were often shown in domestic or supportive roles. 

This pattern suggests that the visual representation in the textbooks reinforces traditional 

gender hierarchies and stereotypes, potentially shaping students' perceptions of 

appropriate gender roles and opportunities. 

Furthermore, the illustrations often depicted gender-specific activities, with males 

engaged in outdoor, physical, or technical tasks, and females in indoor, domestic, or 

nurturing tasks. This dichotomous portrayal of gender roles fails to recognize the diversity 

of interests, abilities, and aspirations that individuals of all genders possess, and can limit 

the aspirations and opportunities available to students (Silberstang, 2011). The textbooks 

should strive to depict a more balanced and diverse representation of gender roles and 

occupations, showcasing individuals of all genders engaged in a wide range of activities 
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and positions (Dogucu et al., 2021). This would help challenge traditional stereotypes and 

encourage students to explore their interests and pursue their goals without being limited 

by gender-based expectations. Incorporating more gender-inclusive and progressive 

representations in language textbooks can empower students to envision a more equitable 

and inclusive society, where individuals are recognized and valued for their unique talents 

and contributions, regardless of their gender identity. 

 

3.2. Gender Representation in Textbook Language 

The linguistic analysis of the textbooks revealed similar patterns of gender 

representation. Male characters were more likely to be referenced using generic or 

gender-neutral language, while female characters were often identified using gender-

specific terms. This suggests an underlying bias that positions male characters as the 

default or normative, while female characters are marked as the "other". Additionally, 

male characters were more frequently portrayed in active, agentic roles, while female 

characters were more commonly depicted in passive or dependent roles. This linguistic 

framing can reinforce the perception of males as the central actors and decision-makers, 

while females are relegated to more subordinate positions. 

Such gendered language patterns not only reflect but also perpetuate societal norms 

and power dynamics, shaping the way students perceive and internalize gender roles and 

expectations. To address this issue, language textbooks should strive to use more gender-

inclusive and equitable language, such as employing gender-neutral pronouns, avoiding 

gender-specific terms when unnecessary, and ensuring a balanced representation of active 

and passive language for all genders. By fostering a more inclusive linguistic 

environment, textbooks can contribute to the development of students' critical thinking 

skills and promote a more equitable understanding of gender identities and roles. 

 

3.3. Gender Inclusive Textbook Criteria 

To create more gender-inclusive and equitable language textbooks, the 

representation of gender identities and roles should be carefully considered and expanded 

upon. Textbooks should strive for a balanced, diverse, and nuanced portrayal of gender, 

both in textual and visual elements, avoiding stereotypical or limited depictions. The use 

of gender-neutral pronouns and language should be employed when referring to 

individuals, occupations, or activities, unless the specific gender identity is directly 

relevant to the context. Textbooks should include a wide range of gender-diverse 

characters engaged in a diverse array of tasks, roles, and positions, actively challenging 

traditional gender norms and expanding students' perspectives on the breadth of human 

experiences and capabilities (Boyd et al., 2014). Additionally, the representation of 

gender should account for intersectionality, ensuring that gender is considered alongside 

other salient identity factors such as race, ethnicity, socioeconomic status, ability, and 

more (Fernandez et al., 2016). Importantly, textbooks should incorporate positive, 

empowering, and inspiring portrayals of individuals of all gender identities, highlighting 

their unique strengths, talents, and valuable contributions to society. Continuous review 

and updating of textbook content is necessary to reflect the evolving societal 

understandings and increased acceptance of diverse gender identities and expressions. By 

adopting these comprehensive and inclusive approaches, language textbooks can play a 
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pivotal role in fostering an educational environment that promotes true gender equity, 

social justice, and the holistic development and empowerment of all students, regardless 

of their gender identity. 

 

 

4. CONCLUSION 

The findings and discussions presented in this paper highlight the need for more 

gender-inclusive and equitable representation in language textbooks. The stark 

imbalances and stereotypical portrayals observed in both visual and linguistic elements 

of the analyzed textbooks suggest that they may be inadvertently shaping students' 

perceptions and limiting their understanding of the diverse range of gender identities and 

roles in society. To address this issue, language textbooks should strive to incorporate a 

balanced, diverse, and nuanced depiction of gender, employing gender-neutral language 

and including positive, empowering, and intersectional representations of individuals of 

all gender identities. By adopting a comprehensive and inclusive approach, language 

textbooks can play a crucial role in fostering an educational environment that promotes 

true gender equity, social justice, and the holistic development and empowerment of all 

students. 

Future researchers should consider expanding the analysis of gender representation 

in language textbooks to include a wider range of educational materials across different 

subject areas and grade levels. This would provide a more comprehensive understanding 

of how gender norms and stereotypes are perpetuated or challenged throughout the 

educational system. Additionally, incorporating qualitative methods, such as interviews 

with teachers and students, could offer valuable insights into how the textbook content 

influences their perceptions and experiences related to gender identity and expression. 

Exploring the intersections of gender with other salient identity factors, such as race, 

ethnicity, and socioeconomic status, would also contribute to a more nuanced and 

inclusive understanding of the issue. Ultimately, a multifaceted and longitudinal approach 

to investigating gender representation in educational materials could inform the 

development of more equitable and inclusive curricula and pedagogical practices, 

empowering students of all gender identities to reach their full potential. 

 

 

REFERENCES 

 

Boyd, F B., Causey, L., & Galda, L. (2014, December 26). Culturally Diverse Literature. 

Wiley, 68(5), 378-387. https://doi.org/10.1002/trtr.1326 

Bursuc, G C. (2013, December 1). Achieving Gender Equality in Teaching and Learning: 

Identifying Problems and Searching for Solutions. De Gruyter Open, 2013(2), 64-

73. https://doi.org/10.1515/lincu-2015-0009 

Dogucu, M., Johnson, A A., & Ott, M Q. (2021, January 1). Framework for Accessible 

and Inclusive Teaching Materials for Statistics and Data Science Courses. Cornell 

University. https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.2110. 

Farnon, L. (2021, December 31). Gender Discrimination through Stereotype Role 

Depictions: Content Analysis of a Textbook used in a Developing Country. , 5(IV), 

115-130. https://doi.org/10.35484/pssr.2021(5-iv)09 

https://ojs.transpublika.com/index.php/TRANSTOOL


TRANSFORMATIONAL LANGUAGE, LITERATURE, AND TECHNOLOGY OVERVIEW IN 

LEARNING 

(TRANSTOOL) 

VOLUME 2 NO. 4 (2023) 

 

 

TRANSTOOL | TRANSFORMATIONAL LANGUAGE, LITERATURE, AND TECHNOLOGY 

OVERVIEW IN LEARNING 

https://ojs.transpublika.com/index.php/TRANSTOOL  

E-ISSN: 2828-397X 

23 

 

Fernandez, T., Godwin, A., Doyle, J., Verdín, D., Boone, H., Kirn, A., Benson, L., & 

Potvin, G. (2016, July 6). More Comprehensive and Inclusive Approaches to 

Demographic Data Collection. https://doi.org/10.18260/p.25751 

Hussain, T., Umar, H., Khan, I., & Batool, I. (2023, March 31). Gender Representation: 

A Survey of Public Sector English Textbooks of Grades 7 and 8, KP, Pakistan. 

University of Management and Technology, 5(1). 

https://doi.org/10.32350/jcct.51.04 

Prendergast, S. (1996, October 1). A “discourse of the pinks and blues”: some arguments 

for the visibility of gender in the PSHE curriculum. Emerald Publishing Limited, 

96(5), 30-34. https://doi.org/10.1108/09654289610125543 

Rong, J., Xue, G., Zhang, M., & Zhou, M. (2021, January 1). Gender Bias in the 

Curriculum: A Reflection from the English Textbook. 

https://doi.org/10.2991/assehr.k.210806.082 

Silberstang, J. (2011, March 11). Learning Gender: The Effects of Gender-Role 

Stereotypes on Women’s Lifelong Learning and Career Advancement 

Opportunities. , 369-388. 

https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780195390483.013.0122 

Yang, C C R. (2011, February 1). Gender representation in a Hong Kong primary English 

textbook series: the relationship between language planning and social policy. 

Taylor & Francis, 12(1), 77-88. https://doi.org/10.1080/14664208.2011.541390 

 

 

Copyrights 

 

Copyright for this article is retained by the author(s), with first publication rights granted 

to the journal. 

 

This is an open-access article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative 

Commons Attribution license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). 

https://ojs.transpublika.com/index.php/TRANSTOOL

	1. INTRODUCTION
	2. RESEARCH METHODS
	3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
	3.1. Gender Representation in Textbook using Pictures
	3.2. Gender Representation in Textbook Language
	3.3. Gender Inclusive Textbook Criteria

	4. CONCLUSION

